
Time & Money - Your most important assets
The way to more effective accounting is clear
By Michelle Gunter

The right accounting solution 
should free up time - allowing 
people to focus on their tasks that 
benefit your core business;  and 
money - by cutting costs and 
improving efficiency.  

Is your accounting solution 
hitting the mark?   

Too many companies are failing to 
maximise their commercial 
opportunities because they simply 
have neither the time nor ability to 
proactively monitor and assess 
business performance. 

Bogged down with the tedious 
creation of  month-end management 
accounts and regulatory reporting, 
far too much time is spent number 
crunching – leaving little or no 
opportunity for basic analysis of  
business performance against key 
targets, or the business plan.

Aqilla regularly run live on-line web 
seminars that provide insights 
relevant to the finance professionals 
of  today.  These live, online sessions, 
last around 20 minutes so won't take 
up too much of  your day. 

Visit www.aqilla.com/events for a 
full schedule of  events and online 
registration.

In this issue:

Aqilla add-in for Excel allows 
you to interact with external 
systems whilst retaining full 
control and validation of  the 
data.
Deloitte releases it’s 2010 
Technology Media & 
Telecommunications report.  
Information Consumers rule!
The trouble with ‘Business 
Intelligence’. We are fed up with 
evangelists who tout “Business 
Intelligence” as the answer to all 
managers information problems.
Partner Spotlight.  We focus on 
one of  our valued partners - The 
3R Partnership.
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The modern 
finance 
professional 
provides 
demonstrable 
value and support 
to a business.  
They are 
custodians of the 
financial data that 
enables effective 
decision making, 
and are 
responsible for 
monitoring, 
analysing and 
reporting on this 
information - 
playing a crucial 
part in an 
organisations 
success.
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The 10 sure signs of 
accounting success:

1. Reporting on demand
2. Remote access
3. A fit to your business
4. No maintenance bills
5. Share information
6. Access from anywhere
7. Secure environment
8. No user training
9. Collaborative
10. No additional investment

http://www.aqilla.com/events
http://www.aqilla.com/events


Aqilla Excel Add-In
Get to your finance data

Moving to an online accounting solution 
doesn’t mean leaving behind the tools you 
use today.  A successful accounting 
solution enables you to interact with 
external systems whilst retaining the same 
control and validation as if  the data had 
been entered manually through a browser 
interface.

This is best shown when utilising the most 
commonly used finance tool - Microsoft 
Excel. In addition to the normal access to 
using a standard web browser, the Aqilla 
provides an alternative method of  accessing 
the same functionality through web services.

With the Microsoft Excel Add-in add-in 
installed, the user may very simply analyse 
live data, update reference data or import 
transactional data.  

You make changes in Excel to individual 
records and the changes are applied back to 
Aqilla.

Full Aqilla enquiries can be replicated 
within an Excel worksheet - including 
predefined selections e.g. select by 
account name, period range identifiers.  

Want to know more?

Attend our Accounting after Excel Web 
Seminar on Tuesday 11th May (register 
online at www.aqilla.com/events)  or email 
info@aqilla.com and request a 
demonstration.

Deloitte Predicts:
Information consumers rule 
By Phil Muncaster, V3.co.uk

The firms “Technology Media & 
Telecommunications 2010” predicts that 
organisations will increasingly embrace 
internet technologies to connect the 
corporate or self-purchased devices of  
remote workers to their networks, ensuring 
that thin client technologies will gain a 
significant foothold.  

What is contributing to this 
increased demand?  

Workers are often more productive using 
their own devices but until now, the 
majority of  internet-enabled devices have 
required 

some sort of  compromise - whether it’s the 
size of  the screen or processing capabilities 
- the emergence of  a new class of  
technology is giving users the ability to 
work effectively from wherever they are.

Reduced IT costs could be gained from 
not having to configure laptops, and lower 
energy, air conditioning and cabling costs 
are all potential benefits that could drive 
adoption.

Access the report via our website at: 
www.aqilla.com/news.  
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Prepare & manage documents and journals externally using 
Excel then import into the ledger.
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Aqilla enquiries can export on 
demand to high quality PDFs, 
CSV files and Microsoft Excel 
worksheets (or OpenOffice, 

Google Docs etc.) 

Link directly into your accounting data, keep it live.

Over the next 5 years 10% of 
organisations will be driven by 
IT cost savings and improved 

efficiencies ...  Source - 
Deloitte consultancy 

“Technology Media and 
Telecommunications 2010” 

http://www.aqilla.com/news
http://www.aqilla.com/news


Opinion: The trouble with ‘business intelligence’
Aqilla article features on AccountingWEB.co.uk
By Hugh Scantlebury, Aqilla

Are you fed up with evangelists who tout "business 
intelligence" as the answer to all managers' information 
problems.  What’s the best BI application you know?  
The biggest majority of  people would probably reply 
Google, followed by the accountant’s favourite, Excel. In 
their different ways, both applications give you access to a 
wide range of  insights on a particular business with just a 
few keystrokes and clicks.

Why doesn’t the software that is supposed to help us make 
sense of our business have the same impact and deliver 
the decision-making information we need?

Experience suggests that disillusionment with BI is a side-
effect of  unfulfilled expectations raised by software sales 
people, probably brought about by the unforeseen 
complexities of  implementing “traditional” BI systems. 
Many BI projects may have fallen victim to excessive cost, 
but more have withered away because the end-users were 
given the keys to a complicated, multidimensional analysis 
system that few had the training or inclination to exploit.  

We’ve been down a similar road with customer relationship 
management (CRM) systems. Thousands of  companies 
have jumped through all the hoops of  implementing them, 
only to let them waste away from neglect once it became 
apparent that they hadn’t wrought the expected 
transformation in sales and profitability.

Business managers want answers from their business 
software and too often that’s not what they get.

Some of  the blame for this situation has to be laid at the 
feet of  industry analysts who dream up abstract software 
methodologies such as CRM and BI that mean nothing to 
the people who use the programs. There’s an obsession with 
the capabilities and design of  new tools, but users don’t care 
about that - they just want the answers. The focus of  
business application should be what it does, not how it does 
it.  The typical reporting accountant is caught between 
these two camps and in many cases is conditioned by out of 
date practices designed to compile monthly management 
accounts and board-level reporting packs. 

A lot of  this management data is still distributed and 
consumed on sheets of  A4 paper, with costly plastic covers 
and nice spiral binders; rarely consulted by the executives 
who receive it.

Why not use the capabilities of  the web to give someone a 
subset of  the data they can review online at any time? 

Business managers always want answers to arcane questions 
and ask finance for the answers on a spreadsheet. But a 
purchasing manager might want to see status of  a particular 
supplier; they’re more interested in product quality, value 
for money and whether the supplier is fulfilling the terms of 
the contract. Will a statistical snippet of  BI data tell them if  
they are?

The task generally comes down to collecting, compiling 
and distributing Excel spreadsheets.  

What makes the situation worse is that BI is almost 
universally presented as an additional incremental cost. If  I 
was a customer, I wouldn’t be very happy about buying a 
business accounting system and then having to pay extra for 
business information.  Business Intelligence should be 
integral to business software – ideally with built-in traffic 
signs and dashboards the manager can view even when 
they’re out of  the office. Just as with standard reporting and 
enquiries, BI should be a core component in any business 
system.

Tweet All About It 

Follow Aqilla on Twitter for up to the second news 
plus some EXCLUSIVE offers and discounts.  Add 
_Aqilla_ to your following list.

3

AccountingWEB; Deliverers of topical, practical content to accountants & accounting professionals.
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Aqilla News & Events
LATEST NEWS

Recent research from Aqilla on the adoption of  
web-based accounting solutions features in a 
Special Report on the Implementation of  Cloud 
Computing in Financial Director Magazine 
online.  

The Telegraph feature Aqilla in their 
“Cloud Computing - 5 steps to making the 
most of  the cloud” supplement.
Aqilla feature in AccountingWEB 
V3 Magazine and Aqilla discuss the latest 
Deloitte Consulting report which predicts 
organisations will increasingly embrace 
internet technologies....
Change of Address:  Aqilla has moved 
offices, contact details are: Capital Tower, 91 
Waterloo Road, London, SE1 8RT.   Call 
0207 098 9881.
Latest product brochure is available for 
download from our website.

Visit www.aqilla.com/news or follow _Aqilla_ on 
Twitter for up to the minute news.

LATEST EVENTS

We regularly run live web seminars, these are 
essential events for the successful Finance 
Professional, forthcoming topics include:

Stop CRUNCHING the numbers,
Start CRUSHING them!

The solution to routine, yet 
increasingly complex accounting 
is clear

Accounting after Excel

Cheaper, Quicker, Better - why online 
accounting solutions work

These events have a single aim: to quickly and 
simply demystify current accounting key topics 
and present unique, relevant insights.  The 
sessions are free to attend and last about 20 
minutes so won’t take up too much of  your day.

Visit www.aqilla.com/events 

Call 0207 098 9881

To find out more about Aqilla and our products and
services; to register for a web demonstration or a 
trial subscription please visit us at www.aqilla.com
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Partner Spotlight

VALUE & OPPORTUNITY

Aqilla provides opportunities for partners 
that create value and opportunity in a 
mutually respectful framework. The featured 
partner for this edition of  Web 2.0 
Accounting is The 3R Partnership. 

Based in the South West, The 3R 
Partnership provide a unique approach to 
improving the effectiveness of   the finance 
function by a combination of  cloud 
computing technology and extensive 
accountancy experience gathered across a 
range of  industry sectors.

Most businesses grow from a vision and as 
they grow, time get’s swallowed by activities 
that get in the way of  the senior team using 
the talents that got the business to where it is 
now. If  not checked, the business can 
become deprived of  the essential resource it 
needs to move forward.

The 3R Partnership solution is to give back 
at least some of  this time, to enable business 
leaders to do the job they want to do, and 
help shape the business they want to build.  
By taking the finance brakes off  and acting 
as a catalyst for change, The 3R Partnership 
team will work to help deliver against key 
business goals and allow the leadership to 
focus on development and growth.
For more details 
see www.the3rpartnership.com
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