
Financial Report Designer Released 
Latest version of Aqilla provides even more versatile configuration
By Colin Christianson

Aqilla is pleased to announce 
that the new release of  Aqilla 
sees the addition of  a new 
Financial Report Designer 
function which enables you to 
make simple modifications to the 
existing financial reports, such as 
adding new columns to the 
reports, through to creating 
whole new reports from scratch. 

In previous versions of  
Aqilla, the layout of  the reports 
had been limited to a set of  pre-
defined reports and profiles 
based around the core financial 
reports of  Balance Sheets, Profit 
& Loss, and Trial Balance. The 
new feature opens up a whole 
range of  possibilities for creating 
new types of  report to meet your 
unique business analysis and 
reporting requirements.
 

The Financial Reports designer 
can be found under the 
Configuration tab. When you 
select the function, you are 
presented with a list of  existing 
reports. These reports 
correspond to the Financial 
Reports that can be found under 
the Reports tab. Selecting an 
individual report displays the 
structure of  the report.

A Financial Report is 
defined by a series of  Report 
Rows and each Report Row 
defines a collection of  Accounts 
that is to be included into that 
row. Report Profiles enable you 
to define what columns will be 
shown on the report. Multiple 
Report Profiles may be defined 
for the same report providing 
different analysis based on the 
same report structure. 

There are 4 types of  rows.
Heading – This simply en-

ables you to create a line on the 
report with no values to provide 
an additional heading or if  the 
heading is left blank to separate 
parts of  the report.

Account Category – This is the 
simplest method of  creating 
financial reports. The row type is  
based on Account Categories, 
which provide a hierarchical 
code structure categorising the 
different types of  account. 
Selecting an account category 
for a line will automatically 
provide a structured report of  all 
the accounts that are contained 
within that category (and its sub-
categories). For instance, in the 
example below, the Assets 
Account Category consists of  
Fixed Assets and Current Assets. 
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The modern 
finance department 
is very different 
from that which has 
gone before. It 
exists to add value 
and support to 
businesses; to 
provide information 
to aid effective 
investment and 
effective corporate 
governance; to 
monitor, analyse 
and influence best 
practice 
management. 
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Both Fixed and Current Asset Account 
Categories are further divided in sub-categories. 
The standard Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss 
reports provided in the system are constructed 
almost entirely by using this type of  Report Row.

Criteria – When the data cannot be selected 
using Account Categories, this Row Type 
provides a more generic method of  selecting 
data. A combination of  up to 5 different criteria 
can be used to select data for an individual line. 
The criteria are treated as AND conditions (e.g. 
if  two criteria are use, the data will be extracted 
if  both conditions are met). For example, the 
current year’s P&L is based on the transactions 
that have accounts of  type Profit & Loss.

Calculation – Rows can be derived by a 
calculation of  two or more other rows in the 
report by specifying the names of  the rows in the 
calculation. For instance, Net Assets are 
calculated by subtracting the Liabilities row from 
the Assets row. Parentheses are used to control 
the evaluation sequence within the formula.

Report Profiles
What columns and where they go

New columns can also be created from a library 
of  basic types:

Description – used for documentation purposes 
only and does not appear on the report.

Column Name – used to uniquely identify the 
column within the report. 

Heading – displays on the report above the 
column. Up to three lines of  heading can be 
displayed

Hide – Hidden on the report.
Scale – The figures for the column can be 

shown in thousands or millions.
Selection Criteria – Up to 5 selection criteria can 

be applied to the column. For example, this might 
be used to show separate columns for each division 
or cost centre.

The new Financial Report Designer is already 
available to all customers from beginning of  
September 2010. We look forward to receiving 
your feedback on what other useful features users 
would like to see. 
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“We were using Sage 100 and 
needed to upgrade to a cloud-
based system, and Aqilla has 
proved an ideal replacement. We 
find it much more user friendly, 
and we have received great 
support. Aqilla were very good at 
communicating with us, and the 
transition itself went very 
smoothly, with any issues 
resolved quickly and efficiently.”

John Winfield, WBX 2010

Columns can be added to the 
Report Profile from a library of 

standard columns and modified 
to suite the current report. 



Aqilla integrated CRM
Connecting the accounting function to the worlds most popular CRM
By Hugh Scantlebury

Because SalesForce and Aqilla are both highly 
configurable solutions, each customer 
implementation can be tailored to suit differing 
requirements.

Once SalesForce and Aqilla have been 
configured according to the business requirements, 
Web Service Definition Language (WSDL) 
definitions are generated within SalesForce and 
then mapped by the Aqilla developer team 
through a semi-automatic process to generate the 
code specific to the customer implementation.

SalesForce has a system of  events raised when 
something changes, similar to Aqilla's workflow. 
These events can be "handled" in one or another 
way, one of  which is that SalesForce will generate 
an outbound web services call made according to 
a specification for example when a business entity 
is placed to a "finalised" state, i.e. it reaches an 
ending stage of  a business process and it is 
appropriate to import it, as a document, to Aqilla, 
and post it to Ledger (an order or an invoice for 
example).

In operation, messages can be received by 
Aqilla from Sales Force in any order. In particular, 
order details are received as separate messages to 
order headers, so an internal buffering system 
enables Aqilla to build complex documents 
consisting of  multiple messages prior to processing 
them into the application. 

A messaging system is used to identify any 
errors back to Sales Force such as missing or 
invalid data. SalesForce also has a message 
redelivery system that automatically resends the 
messages in case of  Aqilla unavailability or 
transmission failure.

In one recent implementation confirmed 
opportunities are passed as Sales Invoices to Aqilla 
along with a user defined payments document, 
generated through the PayPal payment processing 
system. 

Reference information can be maintained 
manually or passed across using the same 
mechanism.
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Cloud Computing News Digest
By Donna Cooper

Clouds, big data, and smart assets

Management advisory McKinsey recently 
published a fascinating report listing a series of  ten 
technology enabled trends that smart senior 
executives need to consider in preparing their 
organisations for the challenging new 
environment. 

1. Distributed cocreation moves into the 
mainstream - things designed over the web

2. Making the network the organisation - connecting 
to people that matter

3. Collaboration at scale - give everyone access to web 
and video conferencing

4. The growing ‘internet of  Things’ - RFID and 
NFC technology continues to evolve

5. Experimentation and big data - new products and 
ideas need testing

6. Wiring for sustainable world  - more power 
generated from environmentally sound sources

7. Imaging anything as a service - from energy to 
transportation

8. The age of  the multisided business model - 
what is good for the supplier has to be good for the 
customer and vice versa

9. Innovating from the bottom of  the pyramid - 
early adoption fuels innovation for the masses

10. Producing public good on the grid - public policy 
must embrace the growth of  urbanisation and the 
increased use of  technology

The full report which is well worth reading can be 
downloaded from: www.mckinseyquarterly.com

For more information visit
www.aqilla.com

..or call us on +44 (0)20-7098-9881
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“Gartner Survey Indicates More Than 
95 Percent of Organizations Expect to 
Maintain or Grow Their Use of SaaS 
Through 2010”

"SaaS applications clearly are no longer seen as a 
new deployment model by our survey base, with 
almost half of those surveyed affirming use of 
SaaS applications in their business for more than 
three years," said Sharon Mertz, research director 
at Gartner. "The varying levels of maturity within 
the user base suggest growing opportunities for 
service providers along the adoption curve, as 
organizations seek assistance with initiatives 
ranging from process redesign to implementation 
to integration services.

Windows 7? Internet Explorer 9?
No problem.  We’ve now tested Aqilla out on the 
latest versions of Microsoft’s Windows platforms 
and are pleased to confirm that all is well. IE9 is 

fast and a huge improvement over previous 
releases.

“Financial service industry embraces 
open source - survey”

Around 60% of financial services firms in the 
US, UK and Ireland say they are fully 
committed to, and are already using, open 
source software, according to a recent survey 
from Accenture. 

“A major consideration for financial services 
firms in choosing open source software is cost, 
with respondents strongly agreeing that the 
recession has fueled uptake of the technology. On 
average, those quizzed think they could see 
savings of up to 44% over the lifetime of an 
system. Across all industries, spending on open 
source looks set to continue, with almost nine out 
of ten of those already using it planning to 
increase their investment in the software in 2010”.
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